
CfE levels of achievement 

Level Stage

Early pre-school to P1 or later for some

First end of P4, but earlier or later for some

Second end of P7, but earlier or later for some 

Third & Fourth S1 to S3, but earlier for some

Fourth level broadly equates to SCQF level 4

Senior phase S4-S6 and college or other means of study



Next Generation of 
National Qualifications

PROPOSAL 1

National Qualifications at Access, Higher 
and Advanced Higher will be retained as 
points of stability
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PROPOSAL 2

A new qualification will replace the present 
Standard Grade general and Credit levels 
and intermediate 1 and 2 qualifications
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PROPOSAL 3

New awards in literacy and in numeracy 
will be available
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PROPOSAL 4

Increased flexibility to better meet the 
needs of young people

National Qualifications over 2 years
Winter diet of exams
Most able pupils bypass lower level 
qualifications
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Further proposals:

Baccalaureates in sciences/languages

Broad education for 3-15, no need for early 
presentations 

Timescale: introduced from 2009/10, new 
exams sat by current P6 2012/13
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