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PRESS RELEASE   PRESS RELEASE   PRESS RELEASE

Help clear Scotland of 36,000 dumped cars

So many cars have been abandoned since 2002 that you could line them up nose to tail on the M8 from Glasgow to Edinburgh and back again!  That's 36,000 vehicles that have been thoughtlessly abandoned blighting our towns, cities and countryside.

And because councils in Scotland have a duty to uplift cars that have been abandoned this problem has cost Scottish council tax payers over £5 million to deal with.

On Monday 7th August 2006 Keep Scotland Beautiful will launched a new campaign aimed at removing old cars from our streets and driveways before they become abandoned by providing a FREE car uplift service for mainland Scotland in partnership with cartakeback.com.  

This year sees the introduction of standards which a new government directive* sets to which vehicles must be treated at the end of their useful life, prior to being recycled. The new regulations include the removal of fluids, tyres and batteries as well as other hazardous material. The main objective is to ensure that 85% of an End of Life Vehicle by weight will be recycled by the year 2006, which will increase to 95% by the year 2015 with additional de-pollution tasks being progressively introduced.

Abandoned vehicles can become a beacon for anti-social behaviour in our local communities, often encouraging vandalism, graffiti and flytipping, as well as other crimes such as drug dealing and prostitution.  They can cause damage to the environment from leaks of fluid and fuels into the surrounding area causing a serious risk of explosion or fire and posing a significant danger to local children who may play close by.  They also take up valuable parking spaces and lower the quality of life in our neighbourhoods.  Giving people the opportunity to get their old vehicles uplifted for free will help reduce the number of older vehicles on our streets and prevent illegal disposal by cowboy operators. 

Environment Minister Ross Finnie has welcomed the campaign, organised by Keep Scotland Beautiful, to rid Scotland’s streets of abandoned vehicles. 

By calling 08452 30 40 90 or logging onto www.caruplift.com, people with unwanted cars will be able to have them disposed of efficiently, legally and safely.

Mr Finnie said: “Abandoned vehicles are a blight on our neighbourhoods and are a danger to the public and to the environment.

“Every year, around 12,000 vehicles are abandoned, creating hazardous waste which councils have to deal with. We want to eradicate this dangerous practice which shows absolute contempt for communities and disregard for the damage to the environment.

“This innovative Keep Scotland Beautiful amnesty offers people the opportunity to dispose of their unwanted vehicles in a safe and cost effective manner. We hope that it will encourage people to do the right thing and get rid of their car safely, rather than scar Scotland’s towns and villages.”

The Keep Scotland Beautiful campaign is in two stages, the overall objective of which is to reduce the number of abandoned vehicles across mainland Scotland.

John Summers, Chief Executive of Keep Scotland Beautiful, commenting on the free car uplift scheme said; "This new initiative gives the Scottish public the ideal method of getting rid of their old cars for free - and still knowing that they will be disposed of in a legal, non-polluting manner.  "

- ENDS -

 NOTES TO EDITORS

· Keep Scotland Beautiful is a registered environmental charity which aims to achieve litter free and sustainable environments.  It co-ordinates a number of programmes including the People and Places Programme for Local Authorities and other land managers, the Blue Flag and Seaside Award schemes for beach operators, the Waste Aware Scotland Programme to support a range of reduce, re-use and recycling initiatives and the Eco Schools Programme.  Keep Scotland Beautiful has been using the Keep Scotland Tidy slogan for 40 years for anti-litter campaigns.

· * The End of Life Vehicle Directive will come into force in its entirety on 1st January 2007.  Further information on the Directive can be found at www.sepa.org.uk

· Vehicles will only be uplifted for free as part of the scheme if the engine and gear box are still intact, the car is on the mainland of Scotland, and registration documents proving ownership can be provided.

For further information on any of the programmes or campaigns run by Keep Scotland Beautiful visit the website at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org or call Donna Niven, Programme Manager, on 01786 471333.
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